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'throw as much, sanctity as possible into his face, and in particular to abstain from all appearances of mirth and pleasantry, which were looked upon as the marks of a carnal mind.   The saint was of a sorrowful countenance, and generally eaten up with spleen   and   melancholy.    A   gentleman,   who   was lately a great ornament to the learned world1, has diverted me more than once with an account of the reception which he met with from a very famous Independent minister, who was head of a college in those times2.    This gentleman was then a young adventurer in the republic of letters, and just fitted out for the university with a good cargo of Latin and Greek.    His friends were resolved that he should try his fortune  at an election which was drawing near in the college of which the Independent minister, whom I have before mentioned, was governor. The youth, according to custom, waited on him in order to be examined.   He was received at the door by a servant, who was one of that gloomy generation that were then in fashion.   He conducted him, with great silence and seriousness, to a long gallery which was darkened , at noonday,  and had only  a single candle burning in it.   After a short stay in this melancholy apartment, he was led into a chamber hung with black, where he entertained himself for some time by the glimmering of a taper, until at length the head of the college came out to him from an inner room, with half-a-dozen nightcaps upon his head, and a religious horror in his countenance.   The
1  Supposed to be Anthony Henley, a friend of Swift and Steele who contributed to the Taller, and died in 1711.
2  Dr Thomas Goodwin (1600-1679) was one of those who went to Holland to escape from persecution, and was pastor of the English chtirch at Arnheim, till in the Civil Wars he came to London, and sat at Westminster as one of the Assembly of Divines.   In 1649 Cromwell made him president of Magdalen College.    As Oliver Cromwell's chaplain, he prayed with and for him in his last illness.   At the Restoration Dr Goodwin was deprived of his post at Oxford, and he then preached in London to an assembly of Independents till his death (Morley).   Anthony & Wood mentions that the undergraduates used to call Goodwin ''Nine-caps', from the care that he took to protect his head from cold (Arnold).